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Marionettes

reliable record has been preserved is the
destruction of the Spanish Armada in 1588.
Notable among marine disasters of the nine-
teenth century was the wreck of the French
ship La Meduse off the coast of Africa on
July 2, 1816. In 1867 the Royal mail steamers
Rhone and Wye, with about 50 other ves-
sels, were driven ashore by a hurricane on
the island of St. Thomas, West Indies, and
about 1,000 lives were lost. One of the worst
collisions at sea was that between the French
liner La Bourgogne and the British ship Cro-
martyrshire on July 4,1898, about 60 miles off
Sable Island. A dense fog prevailed and La
Bourgogne sank in ten minutes. Of her pas-
sengers and crew of nearly 750, only 166
were saved by the Cromartyrihire.

One of the most terrible disasters on in-
land waters was the destruction by fire of
the excursion steamer General Slocum in the
East River, New York, on June 15, 1904,
in which 960 persons, mostly women and
children, were either burned to death or
drowned. Another disaster, of almost equal
proportions, was the sinking of the excursion
steamer Eastland at her dock in Chicago, on
July 24, 1915, with a loss of 852 lives. Per-
haps the gravest marine disaster of modern
times was the sinking of the giant White Star
liner Titanic on April 14, 1912, after collision
with an iceberg in the Atlantic. The number
of persons on board was placed at 2,208, and
of these it is estimated that 1,503 were lost.
One of the most serious marine disasters on
record occurred Dec. 6, 1917, in Halifax har-
bor (Nova Scotia), when the French muni-
tions ship Mont Blanc bound from New
York to Halifax was crashed into by the Nor-
wegian ship Imo in the Belgian relief ser-
vice. The inflammable nature of the Mont
Blanc's cargo caused a terrific explosion which
laid waste a large section of the city of Hali-
fax.

On September 8, 1934 occurred the Morro
Castle disaster. Six miles off the New Jersey
coast, fire broke out in the ship in early morn-
ing and caused a loss of 135 lives. The vessel
was beached at Asbury Park. After an inves-
tigation, her master was indicted on charges
of negligence. Feb. 9, 1942 the French liner
Normandie burned at her pier in New York
City, then turned on her side and lay par-
tially submerged on the river bottom. In the
summer of 1943, after the greatest salvage
job of all time, she was at last upright.

Marine Engines. See Steam Engine;
Turbines, Steam; Motor Boats.

Mario, Giuseppe (1808-83), Italian tenor.

In 1838, as Robert in Robert le Diable, he
achieved the first of a long series of operatic
triumphs in Paris, London, St. Petersburg,
and the United States. His repertory in-
cluded all the great works of Rossini, Bellini,
Donizetti, and Verdi.
Mariolatry, a term used by Protestants to
designate the religious veneration paid to the
Virgin Mary by Roman Catholics.
Marion, city, Ohio. It is an important rail-
road point, and the trade center of a rich
agricultural district. Marion was the home
of President Warren G. Harding; p. 30)817.
Marion, Francis (1732-95), American
Revolutionary soldier, was born in Winyah,
near Georgetown, S. C. He was appointed
a major and made one of the defenders of
Fort Sullivan (afterward Fort Moultrie). He
shared in the patriotic victory at Charleston
(June 28, 1776), and was made lieutenant
colonel in the regular army. In 1780 Marion
was commissioned brigadier general of State
troops by Governor Rutledge, and organized
a band of irregular cavalry, which had its
headquarters in the forests and swamps. With
the members of this band, the famous 'Ma-
rion's Brigade,' Marion made quick clashes,
cut off British detachments, interrupted com-
munications, and punished or overawed the
Tories, winning from his British pursuers the
sobroquet, the 'Swamp Fox.' At the Battle
of Eutaw Springs he commanded the first
line of battle and received the thanks of
Congress for his gallantry. After the Revo-
lution, Marion was a member of the South
Carolina Constitutional Convention. He ex-
hibited unusual talent for organization, was
greatly admired as a leader, and ranks as
one of the heroes of the Revolution.
Marionduque, or Marinduque, island
and province, Philippine Islands. The posi-
tion of Marionduque near the local trade
routes between Manila and other parts of the
Archipelago has made its bays frequent ports
of call; p.60,000.
Marionettes, a name originally applied to
little images of the Virgin, but generally used
of jointed puppets worked by hidden actors
in miniature theaters. The word in this
sense occurs first in Guillaume Boucher
(1584). Figures with jointed limbs have been
discovered in tombs in Egypt where they
were used in the feasts of Osiris. They were
known in Etruria, Rome, Greece, India, Bur-
ma, China, and Java. In the Middle Ages
they were employed to enact mystery and
morality plays. Introduced from Italy to
France (under Charles rsc.), and then to Eng-